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Forcign Mincral Tconomics tevvsceesncsccassecasssseastesssensoses 80,000 ;j{
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mincral cetivitios were grossly inadequate as o rcsult of which thore wos o
scrious lack of first~hand data on onomy mincral potontials and tho availability
of forecign materials to meot the tromendously increascd domestic demand for
minarals in the defense and war pProgroms. Procurcmont was delayed, and thorc
wos a rush to obtain the necded basic data with which such purchasing as well as
preclusive buying and the "Good Neighbor" programs could be planned ond cxcoubode

" Staffs of tochnical oxperts were quickly reeruited in tho various war agoncies
resﬂ%nsible for thesc avbivitics and sent abroad to centors of production of
strategic and critical minerals, The offort was cxtremoly costly and incfficlont,
en inescapable comscquence of the lack of preparcdnoss in this ficlds ‘

“The governmentts permancnt facilitios for obtaining and analyzing forcign
minoral information must be expanded not only to provent a rceurrcnce of the
oxpericnce of the past few ycars, but to meet the nceds for tho futuro. As
appliod to this budget item, and in particular to its rclationship to national
security, tho modest incrcase in funds requested is amply Justified in Heuso
Report Noe 273 of December 17, 196, on the system currcently cmployed in the
collcetion, cvaluation ond disscmination of intclligonce affeeting the war
potential of the United States, proparcd by the Committec on Military Affairs,
Housc of Reproscntatives. The United States is now and has boen the most sclf=
sufficiont nation of the world in mincrals, yot it has always had important
deficioncicss Monganese, chromite, tin, and nickel, for cxample, arc indis-
pensablc to the industrial cconomy of this country and daacstic roquironents
for decades have beon mct prineipally by importse Dependence of the United
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' Statos on foroipn sourcce for supplics of meny imgortant mincrals, including
copner, lead, and zinc, will inereoasc in the futurc. Consegucntly in tho yoars
to come and nmarticularly in the roconversion poriod, mincrals will occupy an
oven more signifioant place in intermational affoirs than in the paste This

and othor factors such as the nced for mnarkets for those mincrels which wo con
produce for oxport, tho minoral policy considerations relating to national de-
fonse, consorvation of domostie rosources, tariff programs and future intornation=
al coepcrdtion in solving probloms of an cconomic character, 2ll reculrc com-
vlote and current knowledge of mincral developmonts on o world-wide basise. It

is thorcforc imperative that the Bureau of Mines! shaff of international mincral
sneeialists bo inereascd to analyze and interprot foreipn mincral information

for tho benofit of industry, the public, and tho agoenclos of the TFederal Govorn-
mont responsible for the formulation of cconomic forcign -policy cnd notionnl -
sccuritys It is also imporative that this Gorornment maintain ot certain
cmbassios abroad teelmical obsorvers compobont te sccure information thaot will

bo nceoded in Washington, and to advisc diplomatic officors on local problens
rclnting to mincrals. 1t is cspecinlly important that this cxpansion. be mado

ot this timc so that the kmewledge gainoed during the wor at troewmoendous costs may
be rotained for the pormanent bonefit of tho Government and particularly to moct
the needs of the next fow yoarse '

The necd for an improved forcign roporting sorvice for mincrals has beooen
reccognized for many yoars bub not wtil 1935 was any comstrucbive action takong
In thet year one of the eoxperts of the Burcan of Mincs vas sont bto Buropc to
report on the mineral situation in thot arca. In 1939, with war imudinont, he
wes tronsforred to South Americn where he continucd his invoest tions of ioreipn
mincral activiticse Shortly therwartor, Foroli n hidneral Spocinllsts wore
assigned to the Embassics at Rio do Janeiro, fucnos Alres, Sqntiago, Lima, Lo
 Paz, aad ioxico Citye In July 19k this Forcign Mivoernl Ssrvice of the Jurcav
of Mincs, with the approval of tho Budget Barocau, was tronsferrsd to the Donert-
mont of Statc whers it was cstablished as a inorals Atlnche Sorvice undor the
Foroign Scrvice Auxiliary, created by Congress b & War measSurcs This was follou-
ed by an agrecment between thoe Secrctary of Stake and the Scerchary of the
Interior wundor w :d rosponsibility for the re-

which the Burcou of Mines "o 3
eruitmont of tochnically cualificd nerscanel for the Forsisn Scorvice Auxillary,
the pruparation and rovision of instructions. for the guidance of such porsonncl,
the aporaisnl on the basis of periodic program roports and othorwise of The
scrvico of such personncl, the maintenance of adegquatc iles and rocords per=
taining to forcign mincral rosourc.s and such subjosts which will sorve as bosic
roforonce matorial for tho commodity spocinlists of tho Burcau of Mincs ond for
other intcrosted govermmcnt dgencies.™ Tho relationship of the Department of the
Tntorior Sc the Minerals Attache Sorvics thus boeame the same as that of the
Department of Agriculture to the Agricultural Attache Servics, and the Doparts
of Commerce to the Commoriesl Attache Servicos. Subsecuontly, the foroign mincra
staff of the tcmporary wor agencics was groatly cxpanded and the Minorals Attache
Servico remained osscenbinlly in stabus guo,  With tho torminction of war activitics
this temporary wartime arrangoment with the Department of Statc has boon super=
scdod by Public Law 72, 79%th Congress, offeetive Novenbor 13, 1946, which
authorizes the Scerctary of Statc to assign for special duby abroad for noncon-
scoutive poriods not oxceeding four yeors and ot tho oxvonso of the Deparbmont

of State, gualificd oxmorts in other agoencice of %ho Govermmente The act reguires
the loaning agency to rainstate omployces on such assigmments following complcoblon

£ their tour gf-duty o T
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To moet postwar nceds n substantial cxpansion of the Mincrals Abbtache Survice,
which nov includes ropresentatives only in Feru, Brazil, and the Tnion of South
Africa, is planncd. The Departmont of State has "rquosﬁod the Durean of Linmos Lo
assume rosponsibility for mineral roporting spooinlists bthat are required in
olovon arsas of the world (Poru, Bolivia, Bruozil, 2] ik :
of South Africa, China, India, Esgland, wsostorn uurovﬁ\’

Eurove (Berlin)), and may bo nnpo;nbud as Resarve Officers undor Sceotions HE2 ond
526, Part C, of Public Law 72l, effectivo last Dovambors

To give industry, the public, and the Gevormment the type of foactunl informo-
tion and onalysis roouired in the fubure, the Durcan of IMnos nroposes to onlarge
its “staff of regional and international COmmcdity speelalists to provide aacquato
faeilities for meoting the groater rospomsibilitics of tho yoors aheads. We con=

hot plan our intermational program and natiomal defonse without cdoecuabe curront
dota and men qualified to intorpret thos frowm a baclkground of first-hand oxpor- )
ioncc. This professional staff must be provided with adeguote statistical o
and clorical servicus and travel funds co that it muy be fully informed at all !,{,'
.~ timese The incrcasc rocucsted for fiscal yoar 1948 is dvulflod to initiatc the”
" broad program outlined above snd to provide a n(rt of the necossary technical
staff nceded to discharge properly the new dutics and rosponsibilitics placed
upont the Bureau of Mincs by Publlc Low 520, 79th Cowgrvss, approved July 23,
196, This act authorizes the Score stary of intor'o and the Seerctarics of
Wer and the Navy bo determine the Quuﬂtﬂ+v and guality of tho materials to bo
stockpilcde To carry out this funetion the Burcau of lilnes mugt be prepsred
to providé comprchensive dota on forcipn mincrals for the use of this committoc,
the Army and Novy Munitions Boord, and the nrocurement agenclcs. Currcnt informa-~
tion on the availability of fornign mincrels of acceptable grade for stoclriling
must be collectod and nroparcd for considerabion in administering the suocxpilo
progroeme | All of the usunl problems of foroign procurancnt a?“ invelvod and tho
progrem differs fron the vwertime work only in the matber of timinge The esbi=-
mated cost of initiating the improved sorvice on an arnunl basis 1s showvn oclowe
Substential increascs in this appropriction will be nccded in future yoors to
complete fully the abeve progroie -
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